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2016 Grundy County REAP Survey Findings

Background

In 2016 the Grundy County Conservation Board (GCCB) contracted with the lowa Northland Regional
Council of Governments (INRCOG) to develop a new five-year countywide Resource Enhancement And
Protection (REAP) Plan. In development of this plan, the county REAP committee and the GCCB held a
series of planning strategy meetings in the second half of 2016.

As part of the REAP planning effort, a countywide survey was commissioned to inquire county residents
as to the types of recreational activities as well as the interest in and importance of various conservation
and environmental concerns and initiatives to residents.

This report details the findings of the REAP survey.
REAP Background

In May of 1989, the lowa Legislature established the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Act
with overwhelming bipartisan support. REAP is a state program which, as the name implies, invests in
the enhancement and protection of the state's natural and cultural resources. lowa is fortunate to have
a diverse array of natural and cultural resources, and REAP is likewise diverse and far-reaching.
Depending on the individual programs, REAP provides money for projects through state agency budgets
or in the form of grants. Several aspects of REAP also encourage private contributions that help
accomplish program objectives.

REAP is funded from the state's Environment First Fund (lowa gaming receipts) and from the sale of the
natural resource license plate. The program is authorized to receive $20 million per year through 2021,
but the state legislature sets the funding amount each year. In Fiscal Year 2016, REAP was appropriated
$16 million. When added with REAP license plate revenue and interest income, the program’s total
budget was approximately $16.5 million®.

In its 26 years of existence, REAP has benefited every county in lowa in supporting over 14,500 projects
with more than $264 million in investments; Grundy County has received over $900,000 in REAP funds.

REAP Funding opportunities are broken-down into seven categories:

e Open space preservation

e land conservation

e Land management

e Historical preservation

e Open space acquisition and development
e Native roadside vegetation

e Soil and water enhancement

1 . .
lowa Department of Natural Resources, www.iowadnr.gov/conservation/reap
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Research Method

In conjunction with the development of the county REAP plan, a public input survey was developed and
conducted to solicit additional information from the public in regard to their recreational habits,
interests, and opinions on various policies related to the REAP program and the Grundy County
Conservation Board.

Multiple methods were used to notify county residents of the opportunity to take the survey.

A mailing list of Grundy County residents was purchased from the mailing list consultant Leads Please .
Survey notification postcards with directions to and a link to the online survey were mailed to 650
county residents.

In addition, survey Posters and Mini-reminder postcards were sent to the following:

. Grundy County Courthouse

. Grundy County Conservation Board Office

. Cities of Beaman, Conrad, Dike, Grundy Center, Holland, Morrison, Reinbeck, Stout, and
Wellsburg

. Dike Public Library, King Library of Grundy Center, and Reinbeck Public Library

The survey was conducted September through November 2016. In total, 129 surveys were completed.
It is important to note that the survey was not designed to be statistically significant and strict
interpretation of the results is cautioned. Surveys of this nature can also generate a response bias
whereas persons interested in the subject participate at a higher frequency than those not as interested,
which can influence results. This survey provides qualitative insight into participation, opinions and
interests of residents, which can serve as a guide for decision-makers when considering future county
initiatives.

In all, the survey consisted of eighteen questions divided between the four survey sections. These
sections were:

e Section 1: Recreational Participation

e Section 2: Interests

e Section 3: Policy Priorities

e Section 4: Demographics

The results are presented by section and in the same order as the questions appeared on the survey. A
copy of the survey questionnaire is located in Appendix 1.
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Overview of Key Findings

Recreation Participation

° The top recreational activities were passive in nature - The three activities with the highest
rate of participation were Walking (98 percent), Other family oriented activities - other than
picnicking or cooking out (82 percent) and Picnicking or cooking out (77 percent).

. Bicycling was popular activity for many - Among the more active recreational options, those
with the highest rate of participation included: Bicycling in town or short distances (70
percent), Bicycling regional trails (59 percent), and Swimming (53 percent).

° Grundy County Lake is the county’s most popular park — An impressive 78 percent of
households reported to have visited the park at least once in the past year.

° Visitors keep returning to Grundy County Lake — Over half (51 percent) of households
reported that they had visited Grundy County Lake three or more times in the previous year.

Interests

e People are interested in using recreation trails - Fifty-five (55) percent of households said that
they were either Very Interested or Somewhat-Very Interested in using recreational trails for
walking or running.

e Recreational Trails are also the top feature respondents were interested in when visiting parks
- Well over half (63 percent) were either Very or Very-Somewhat Interested in rec. trails.

e There is support to expand the recreational trail system - A majority (56 percent) were Very
Interested or Somewhat-Very Interested in expanding multi-use recreational trails system

e Respondents were interested in camping in a park cabin — Of the selected options, 44 percent
were either Very Interested or Very-Somewhat Interested in camping in a park cabin

Public Policy

e Priority should be placed on increasing paved trails - Adding paved trails in parks and
recreational areas was a priority among respondents, with 45 percent indicating this initiative
should be a High or Medium-High Priority

e Concerning potential expansions, participants want more natural areas for recreational
activities - Data showed that 63 percent believed the county should place a High to Medium-
High priority on this action.

e Newspapers are the most common way people hear about GCCB education programs — Forty-
five (45) percent of responses said they obtain information on GCCB programs through print
media

Demographics
o The average household size of survey respondents has greater than the county at large — The
average household size of survey respondents was 2.90 persons compared to the county’s
2010 Census estimated household size of 2.43 persons.
e Household response distribution by jurisdiction was representative — Responses were received
from residents of all nine incorporated cities as well as unincorporated Grundy County.
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SECTION 1: RECREATION PARTICIPATION

In the first section, respondents were asked five questions regarding their household’s participation in
various recreational related activities. The results, as well as an explanation of the data, follow each
question.

Questions 1: In the past twelve months, how often have you, or members of your household,
engaged in the following outdoor activities in Grundy County? Please indicate how often you and
your household participating in each activity by selecting the number range of that best represents
the estimate number of times you participated in that activity.

Figure 1 shows what activities, and the estimated number of times, each household participated in the
past twelve months.

Figure 1: Household Recreational Participation in previous 12 months

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
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Other family oriented activities
Bicycling in town or short distances
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Fishing from a boat
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Tent camping

Motor boating
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Snowshoeing

Cross County skiing
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Grundy County resident’s outdoor activities are similar to those activities all lowans enjoy. The most
common outdoor activity was walking (98 percent). The other top tier activities for participation
included Other Family Oriented Activities — other than picnicking or cooking out (82 percent), Observing
or feeding wildlife (74 percent), bicycling in town or short distances (70 percent) and picnicking or
cooking out (77 percent).

The least popular activities were cross-country skiing (1 percent), snowshoeing (5 percent), and off-road
biking (5 percent).

Winter seasoned recreation activity had a much lower rate of participation compared to warm/multi-
season activities. Of responding households, ten (10) percent reported snowmobiling, five (5) percent
snowshoeing, and one (1) percent cross-country skiing.

In terms of bicycling related activities, the most popular was bicycling in town or short distances with 70
percent indicating their household had participated. It also was a high intensity activity, as a nearly one-
third (32 percent) of those who participated did so at least 16 times or greater in the previous year. A
majority of households had taken advantage of regional trails, with 59 percent reporting to have
participated. Off-road biking had the lowest participation frequency at 5 percent reporting.

Among camping activities, 27 percent had camped using an RV and 21 percent utilizing a tent. As
detailed in the analysis of Question 3, (page 8) 42 percent of households participated in camping in the
previous year. This data indicates that only a 5 percent crossover or households varying their camping
between an RV and tent.

Figure 2 shows the same data as Figure 1; however, the frequency of participation has been combined
to: Did not participate. Participated 1-15 times, participated 16 times or greater.
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Figure 1.1: Household Recreational Participation in previous 12 months
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Questions 2: In the past 12 months, how many times have you or your household visited the
following County parks? (location in parenthesis)

As shown in Figure 2, Grundy County Lake was by far the most popular county park. Seventy-eight (78)
percent respondents indicated they, or their household, had visited Grundy County Lake in the previous
12 months. In fact, a majority (51 percent) visited Grundy County Lake at least three times or more.

Figure 2: County Parks visited by Households in previous 12 months

Grundy County Lake 27% 32% 22%

Wolf Creek Recreational Area 25% 5% 68%

Herbert Gutknecht Park 11% 5% 79%

Stoehr Fishing Area  [BEZ3 013 82%

T T T T T T T T T T 1

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m1-2times m3-11times m™12+times ™ Did Not Visit

Compared to the extremely popular Grundy County Lake, the other three county parks experienced
fewer visitors. The next most popular park was Wolf Creek Recreational Areas, with 33 percent of
respondents indicating they had visited the park in the past year. The other two county parks, Stoehr
Fishing Area and Herbert Gutnecht Park, had been visited by 18 percent and 21 percent, respectively, of
responding households.



2016 Grundy County REAP Survey Findings

Question 3: In the past twelve months, has your household gone camping at any of the following
locations in Grundy County?

Figure 3: Households that have Camped in previous 12 months
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A majority of the households did not camp in the previous year. According to results, 42 percent of
responding households had camped in the previous 12 months. As discussed in the analysis of Question
1, (page 4) 27 and 21 percent of respondents, respectively, had reported camping using an RV or tent in
the previous twelve months.

Of those households that stated that they did camp in response to question three, 75 percent indicated
they camped outside of Grundy County. Thirty-five (35) percent of campers had camped at Grundy
County Lake in the previous year. Fifteen (15) percent had camped at Wolf Creek Recreational Area.
The survey did not differentiate if respondents had only camped in or out of Grundy County.

The popularity of camping among county residents aligns with findings at the state level. A statewide
survey, conducted in 2012 as part of the lowa State Outdoor Recreation in lowa Plan (SCORP) found that
34 percent of respondents had camped in the previous two years’.

% Jowa 2012 Survey for the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, www.iowadnr.gov
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Question 4: In the twelve months, which types of hunting did you or your household participate in?

Figure 4: Hunting Participation in previous 12 months
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Approximately one-third (35 percent) of households had hunted in the previous twelve months. The
most popular game was deer following by upland birds.

The 2012 lowa SCORP survey concluded that hunting in lowa had a 21 percent participation rate. The

higher rate among this survey’s responses may be attributed to a higher popularity of hunting in rural
3
areas’.

Question 5: Are there any other recreational activities you enjoy participating in Grundy County but
were not included in the previous question lists?

Five (5) respondents provided additional comments, shown below.

Figure 5: Recreational Activity Additional Comments

Playground equipment

Disc golf course in Reinbeck — would like to see more holes put up. Especially in or near Dike

Helping maintain and install pheasant/wildlife habitat

Golfing, +26 times
Golf

* lowa 2012 Survey for the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, www.iowadnr.gov
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SECTION 2: INTERESTS

This section of the survey asked four questions about their interest in various conservation related
subjects and initiatives.

Question 6: In general, how interested are you and your household in participating in the following
Recreational Activities?

As displayed in Figure 6, 55 percent of households said that they were either Very Interested or
Somewhat-Very Interested in using recreational trails for walking or running.

Figure 6: Interest in Recreational Activities

Using recreational trails for 420 0 0%
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route

Fishing from shore 870 8% 0% 6
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Deer Hunting 0% S /0
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Hunting upland birds 0 0 60%

Turkey Hunting O /0 0 O£ 70

Hunting waterfowl 0 0 0
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B Very Interested M Very-Somewhat = Somewhat Interested M Somewhat-Not ™ Not Interested

Hunting activities, including upland birds, turkey, and waterfowl, had the least amount of interest.
Though given the nature of hunting — which requires upfront investment in equipment and licensing to
participate — may be part of the reason households were less interested.

10
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Question 7: When visiting parks for recreational activities, what features interest you most?

Figure 7 shows the level of interest expressed in various recreational features. The features with the
highest level of interest were Recreational Trails. Well over half (63 percent) were either Very or Very-
Somewhat Interested in rec. trails.

Figure 7: Interest in Recreational Features

Recreational Trails (Walking,

bicycling, etc.)
Woodlands 22% 22% 5% 7%
Access to a lake 15% 22% 5% 7%

Gathering spaces like a Park

Shelter
Open Natural Areas 17% 29% 7% 12%
Access to streams, rivers, 17% 20% 12% 12%

and smaller bodies of water

Interpretive Resources 8% 26% 15% 13%
(signs, trails, etc.)

prairies | IRPRL 20% 15% 15%

Hiking Terrain C O C C

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

B Very Interested M Very-Somewhat = Somewhat Interested B Somewhat-Not B Not Interested

11
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Question 8: How interested would your household in the following camping amenities/
opportunities in Grundy County?

Figure 8: Interest in Various Camping Amenities and Opportunities

I
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Large RV Camper Sites
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Camping in Park Cabin had the greatest level of interest of participants. Forty-four (44) percent were
either Very Interested or Very-Somewhat Interested. In recent years, Park Cabins appear to be
increasingly popular.

Results show there is not a tremendous amount of interest in more primitive style camping. Over sixty
(60) percent stated that they were “Not Interested” in tent camping without electric or water hook-ups.

12
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According to data from question eight, there does not appear to be high demand for camping
infrastructure to facilitate large RV campers (Class A motor homes). However, this is understandable
when considering that less than ten percent of the US households even own a camper®.

Interest in campsites for smaller, less complex RVs had greater interest. Twenty-eight (28) and 26
percent of households were either Very or Somewhat-Very Interested in Trailer/Camper sites with
electric and electric and water-hookups were, respectively.

Question 9: Which of the following county initiatives would you support being pursued?

Figure 9: Support for Selected County Initiatives

Expand multi-use
recreational trails system

Expand or acquire lands for 36% 10% 10% 7%
wildlife habitat

Expand opportunities for
water based recreational
activities (canoeing, fishing,
etc.)

Expand natural and historical

education programming 10% 24% 17% 5%

focused on youth

Provide way-finding signage

along recreational trails and 10% 24% 22% 15%

shared on-road trail
connections

Expand natural and historical
0, 0, 0,
education programming 32% 27% 12%

focus in general

Develop interpretive centers % 0 0
along existing trails

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

B Very Interested M Very-Somewhat = Somewhat Interested B Somewhat-Not B Not Interested

* National Statistics on RV Ownership, www.pvrca.org/NationalStatistics
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There was overall general interest in the listed activities. All seven of the activities experienced over 50
percent of respondents indicating they were Very Interested, Very-Somewhat Interested, or Somewhat
interested.

A majority of the respondents (56 percent) were Very Interested or Somewhat-Very Interested in
expanding multi-use recreational trails system. The next most popular initiative was to “Expand or
acquire lands for wildlife habitat” with 45 percent of population indicating they were Very Interested or
Somewhat-Very Interested.

Respondents were least interested in developing interpretive centers along existing trails and expanding
natural and historical educational programming in general. However, it should be noted that there was
a greater interest in expanding natural and historical educational programs specifically targeted towards
youth — with 34% indicating they were Very or Very-Somewhat Interested.

14
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SECTION 3: PoLIcY PRIORITIES

This section of questions on priority the county should take on various measures.

Question 10: In the coming years, what level of priority should be placed on the following types of
recreational trail amenities? Please select high, medium, or low for each answer.

Adding paved trails in parks and recreational areas was a priority among respondents, with 45 percent
indicating this initiative should be a High or Medium-High Priority, as shown in Figure 10.

Figure 10: Priority of Future Trail Amenities

Paved trr:::lfa::ez:rks and 10% 12%
Connectior;chi)I/Sof regional 29% 17% 27% 10%
Trails within cities 12% 24% 10% 17%
Passive nature trails 10% 24% 17% 17%
Mountaintz::/off-road 5% 24% 41%
Equestrian trails 70 )% 970
0% ZOI% 4(;% 6(;% 8(;% 10I0%

E High mHigh-Medium = Medium ™ Medium-Low ™ Low
Furthermore, 46 percent stated that connection to/of regional trails should be a High or High-Medium
Priority.

Mountain bike/off-road trails and Equestrian Trails were determined to have the lowest priority among
the question’s answer options. For each, a majority indicated that the county should place a Low or
Medium-Low priority on this type of infrastructure.

15
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Question 11: Over the next five years, what level of priority should be placed on the following types
of programs and projects?

As shown in Figure 11, acquiring land for general public use and wildlife habitat received the greatest
number of “High” priority responses with 27 percent indicating so. Another 20 percent responded that
these types of acquisitions should be a High-Medium Priority.

Figure 11: Priority for Future Programs and Projects

Develop or expand
greenbelts (connect habitat
areas, to provide larger...

Acquire land for general
public use and wildlife 0
habitat

Provide educational 0 0 0 0
programming for all ages

Develop more hard surfaced 0% 0 0% 0
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Provide educational 0 Qo 0 0
programming for youth

Provide additional un- Q0 0 0 0%
surfaced/off-road trails

Acquiring land for public
hunting and game species
habitat

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

E High mHigh-Medium = Medium ™ Medium-Low HLow

Participants also placed high value in developing greenbelts. While this option did not have as much
“High” priority support as others, overall, it had the lowest percent of responses, 25 percent, which
though this should be a Low or Medium-Low priority.

Acquiring land specific for public hunting had the lowest overall priority. However, as noted in other
sections of the plan, the hunting is an activity enjoyed by less than half of households and requires
upfront investments (firearm, ammunition, hunter’s education, licensing, wildlife habitat stamp, etc.) to
be allowed to participate.

16
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Question 12: What priority should the county place on expanding the following?

Figure 12: Priority of Future Expansions
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Acquiring natural areas for outdoor recreational activities had the highest rate of support among
respondents. Data showed that 63 percent believed the county should place a High to Medium-High
priority on this action.

Acquiring land for public hunting had the least support among the options. Forty-nine (49) percent
indicated that a Low or Medium-Low priority should be placed on this initiative.

As part of this analyses, answer options were weighted using the following points system: High = 5;
High-Medium=4; Medium=3; Medium-Low=2; Low=1.
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Figure 12.1 shows the results of these weighted averages. The value of three (3) is the mid-point of the
High-Low range, indicating a Medium priority.

Acquiring natural areas for outdoor recreational activies was reported, by far, to be the initiative that
respondents though should have the highest priority placed upon it.

Figure 12.1: Priority of Future Expansions, Weighted

5 -

4 - 3.70

3 -

2 -

1 T T T Ll

Acquiring natural Acquisition of Increase access for Acquisition of land
areas for outdoor rec. wetlands water-based rec. for public hunting
activities activities

The other three potions, scored below 3.0. Data indicates that respondents see that the top focus for
land acquisitions should be placed on those for recreational activities.

Acquisition of wetlands and increased access to water-based activities were both within one-tenth (0.1)
of the “Medium” priority value.

Acquisition of land for public hunting had a lower level of priority than the other survey three options.

18
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Question 13: Please indicate the level of importance the following types of educational programs
are for Grundy County:

Figure 13 displays the results to this question. Environmentally Focused Programs (water and air
quality, soil conservation, etc.) were deemed to have the highest importance among the five options. A
majority, 56 percent, considered these types of educational programming to be Very Important or
Somewhat-Very Important.

Figure 13: Importance of Selected Educational Programs
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Programs (water and air
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etc.)
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20% 22% 20%
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Programs (canoeing,
snowshoeing, hiking, etc.

Hunting and Fishing 0 % 0% 0%
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H Very Important B Somewhat-Very Important @ Somewhat Important

B Somewhat-Not Important B Not Important

Bringing kids to the outdoors by hosting field trips for schools and other youth organizations was
considered the next most important activity. Fifty-one (51) percent indicated these types of
programming to be Very Important or Somewhat-Very Important. Moreover, no respondents indicated
that these types of programs were Not Important and only 15 percent stated that they were only
Somewhat-Not important.

19
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Question 14: The Grundy County Conservation Board hosts and sponsors interpretative education
programs and events throughout the year concerning the county’s natural resources. How do you
typically obtain information about Grundy County Conservation Board Educational programs?

Figure 14: How Households Obtain Information on GCCB Programs
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By far, the three most popular methods that county residents hear about GCCB programs and events in
through print media (i.e. newspapers), social media, and word-of-mouth.

Thirty-one (31) percent of respondents said they were not aware of any GCCB programs or events.
While an impressive 69 percent of respondents indicated they were aware of GCCB programs, there is
still room for the Board to expand their outreach to connect with persons unfamiliar with their
programs.

20
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SECTION 4: DEMOGRAPHICS

The final section of the questionnaire requested respondents to provide selected demographic

information.

Question 15: Including yourself, how many persons within the following age groups live in your
household?

Figure 15: Average Household Size
Age Group Survey Respondents 2010 US Census
Avg. # of % of Avg. # of % of
Children, 17 years of age or younger 1.02 35.2% 0.58 23.8%
Adults, 18 years of age or older 1.88 64.8% 1.85 76.2%
Average Household size 2.90 100% 243 100%

The average household size of respondents was nearly 0.5 persons higher than the average household
size as determined at the time of the 2010 US Census. This data indicates that higher percent of the
respondents were households with children than the county population in general. At the time of the
2010 US Census, the average household size in Grundy County was 2.87size of respondents

As discussed in the opening section, survey notices directed participants to take the survey online via a
website or by scanning a QR Code (Quick Response Code). Survey notifications also included
instructions to request a paper version of the survey. No paper versions were requested.

The higher response rate from families can likely be attributed to the fact that older persons do not use
the internet as much as younger users. The Connect lowa Report found that elderly persons, those age
65 and older, use broadband internet at half the rate as persons under the age of 65°.

® Connect lowa Final Grant Report, www.connectiowa.org
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Question 16: Which city do you live in or closest to?
Question 17: Do live within city limits?

The survey was slightly (5 percent) overrepresented by persons who live in cities as opposed to the

unincorporated area of the county. Figures 16 and 16.1 compare the percent of respondents and
general population, as of the 2010 US Census, which live in an incorporated city or in the unincorporated

area of the county.

As shown, 71 percent of survey respondents lived within a city. According to data from the 2010

Census, 66 percent of the population s lived within a city.

Figure 16: Distribution of Respondents
living in cities or unincorporated Areas

H Live in
unincorporated
area

H Live in a city

Figure 16.1: Distribution of Grundy Co.
Population living in cities or unincorporated
Areas

M Live in
unincorporated
area

M Live in a city

Twenty-nine (29) percent of responding households lived within a city. Figure 17 (next page) shows
what percent each city made up of the total city responses (shown in red). The figure also shows the
population distribution amongst the cities of all of the county’s city dwellers.
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Figure 17: Jurisdictional Distribution of Respondents Living in a City

35%
30%
25%
20%

15%
r= B
5% -

Beaman Conrad Dike Grundy Holland Morrison Reinbeck  Stout  Wellsburg
Center

M Survey Respondents  ® 2010 Census

While there was some natural variation with some communities were slightly over or under
represented, in all, the survey is relatively representative of the geographical distribution of residents
among the county’s cities.

Question 18: Do you have any final comments or ideas you with to share with the REAP committee?

The final survey question included an open field text box and asked participants to submit any
additional ideas or comments they wished to share with the REAP committee. Four persons
responded. Their comments are shown in Figure 18.

Figure 18: Additional Comments for REAP Committee

Love the Comet Trail

| grew up in Bremer County, with the Wapsi nearby there is a lot of public land access most of which is
woodland and the remainder is focused on waterfowl habitat. I'd love to see the pheasant numbers come
back so anything you can do to provide additional habitat I'm on board. I'm willing to help volunteer some
time and labor as well. Let me know if | can help. Thanks Trey Nuss 563-370-1545

There are wildlife habitats to preserve and wildlife pests that need more controls on the golf courses within
the County. Expertise for it appreciated.

Thank you for seeking public opinion. | think Grundy Co has many fantastic outdoor resources and my family
and | are pleased to be able to enjoy them
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Appendix 1: Survey Instrument

Grundy County REAP Survey

Greetings and thank you for taking the time to participate in our survey!

This survey is being conducted on behalf of the Grundy County Resource Enhancement And Protection (REAP) Committee.
REAP is a State of lowa program that invests in the enhancement and protection of natural and cultural resources.

Each county has a REAP committee which, among its various duties, is charged with developing a county plan identifying the
types of projects and programs they want to see accomplished with future REAP funds.

The Grundy County REAP committee is in the process of updating their five-year plan. As part of this effort, this survey has
been created to gather input from county residents regarding various conservation, recreation, environmental, and cultural
assets within Grundy County.

In its 26 years of existence, lowa's REAP program has benefited every county in the state and supporting over 14,500 projects
with more than $264 million in investments. Grundy County has received over $900,000 in REAP funds during this time
period.

Your input will help the committee as they develop their new five year county plan and prioritize the use of future REAP
funds.

The survey should take approximately 5-10 minutes.
Thank you!

Powered by

£* SurveyMonkey*

See how easy it is 1o creale a survey.
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Grundy County REAP Survey

The first section of the survey inguires as to the types of recreational activities you, and your
household, have participated in over the past 12 maonths.

1. In the past twelve months, how often have you, or members of your househald, engaged In the
following cutdoaor actlvitlies In Grundy County?

Please indicales how often you snd your household participating in each sctivity by selecting the number range
of that best represents the estimate number of times you participated in that scthdity.

Dt el particioale -3 B=is i[5 L] T
Bemching or cocking sl L) L L L CJ
Crhm farmuty mimeded
activitim tommr tuan O ) 0 O QO
perching or coolieg oul)
o O CF O O O
widliln photsgraphy o o QO Q 0
Swireny () - () - -
Walking ) O O O &)
sikirrg - ) ) 1 -
Jagging o= runring O O O O )
Crmas County shing L - L L -
rawireeing ) O O O )
Hcrmsimch rasing ) ) ) ) -
i gl O ) o o O
Buyming rmgmne trails 9 ) O J (]
Ofrcact bikiny O O @) O O
Tty ] e » O O
ATving 0 O O O O
Carareg st kapabing - . . » (]
Sirmarm: fishiesg frem shors O O O O )
Fisting freem o bt ] o » . O
P Pahing 0 O O ) O
Mcturkasting ] e ) » .
O O O O O
» » ) . )
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1. in the past 12 months, how many times have you or your household vislted the following County
parks? [location In parenthesis)

e Mt Winit |-T L 3-8 Lynmn 7-11 thmw 1x# thme
s e b O O o O 0
e R O O O ) O
i i 0 O O 0 O
S e e 0 ®) ®) @) ®)

{cuiwasl of Besrman|

3. In the past twehre months, has your household gone camping at amy of the following lecations
In Grumdy County?

[] ot o=t care

|:| Carrged oubside Grundy Counly

[] weoif Comeh Bimcrmstiom Arms facn hmant =f Semrman)

|:| Crumdy Cowrdy Lake (southwesl of D)

|:| Hmrterd Cubinechi Roadsicds Park (sest of Reingsch)

D TEowhr Pikeng Area BoulSsest of Weilsh g

4. In the bwehie months, which types of hunting did you or your household participate Inf
|:| D! ot Pl

|:| Uplan Birds |eg pfsasant]

[] waterfowt tug. geees)

[] o=

[ Furkey

[] ruressa

D CAher |pimass s peciiy)

5. Are thers any other recreational activitles you enjoy participating in Grundy County but were
not Inchuded In the previous guestion lists?
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Grundy County REAP Survey

This section of the survey seeks input as to the types of activities and programs you and your
household are Interested In participating in.

1. In general, how interested are you and your household in participating in the following
recreational activities?

Mot inberested Eomewhat inberesbed

Bicycling on a regional trail

@

Using recrestional trails for
walking or running

Using a self-guided
interpretive walk ar hike

Fishing from shore
Fishing from a boak
Canoeing

Keyaking

Piu';lirl_; upland birds
Husniking wakerfowd
Deer Hunting

Turkey Hunting

(JOLIOCEIOCEIONE O K
JOELIOLIOEIONE O K
IOLIORAOCELIONE O
(JORJOEIOEIONE O K
i
OODOOOODDODE

2. When visiting parks for recreational activities, what features Interest you most?

Hot inberested Bomewhat Inberested Very

g

Gathering spaces fke a
Park Sheller

Woodlands

Hikirsg Terrain

Recrestional Trails
iwalking, hicycling, etc.]

Open Natursi Aress
Prairies

Inlerpretive Resources
faigns, Lraiks, ele.)

Arcess o 5t resns;, rivers,
and amaller bodies af
waler

o [lell o [o] o Boll e [o] o
3 o Ko ool
o ol o [ol o Foll 0 o] o
ool o (o] o Foli o [o] o
Ol 0 [0I0[0| 0 00O

Arceis Lo a lake
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11 How interested Ilnl.ld your household Iq_ﬁhMm camping lmmlﬂls_:fnpporhmlﬂﬂ in

() O

O @

() O
Camping ina Park Cabin O O
4. Which of the fnlmudng initiatives would you support being pursued? '
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Grundy County REAP Survey

Paved Lrails in parks and
recreational aress

Passive nalure trails (nol
pavwed)

Trails within cities
Equestrian Trails [(Horse)

Muountain bie/off-road
Lrails

DDDODDE

Connection loy/af regional
Lrails

programs and projects?
Lerwe Pricrity

Acquiring land for pubc
hunting and game species
habilat

Arcquire land for general
public use and wildlile
habitat
Develop mare hard
surfaced brails

Provide additional wh-
surfaced fofl-road trails

Provide educational
programming for youth

Provide educational
programming for all ages

CRM CRME O B}

Develop or
oupand greenbelts
[eonnect habital areas, Lo
provide larger wildife
areas]

®)

O ENOESN O K]

Sk ® ol & Ol @

®)

Mediur Pricirty

O

OEROLE O

Medium Pricirty

O

ORM O RE O

®)

This section of the survey asks your opinion in regards to the types of policies you would like to
see pursued at the county level.

1. In the coming years, what level of pricrity should be placed on the following types of
recreational trail amenities. Please select high, medium, or low for each answer

OENOEY O K

2. Over the next five years, what level of priority should be placed on the following types of

ORM O RE O B}

®)

High Priority

OENOEN O K

High Priority

ORM O RE O B}

®)
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3. What priority should the county place on expanding the followling:

Lowr Bricrity St e Priccity Hilighs Briority
Acquisten o wellarss - - - - -
iy o O O ) '
Acquirieg nefursd sreas for
mcbiatime

increass scceas for weeker-
hasec recrmabicra

tma, s s 2aai i o o o ®

=

&. Please Indicate the level of Importance the following types of educational programs are for
Grundy County?
Mol imporissd Tomeshei ImoosLand Yery moorian
Froveisimg in-cless
z"'::::’" L L] L] L] ]
orgmiads i

Mol oiAdoar eid trigs for
focal scheoois and youth
opariebons

MLl Mntony Focused
Frogramas |habalat wikdife.
mobogy, ete ]

Environmantaily Pocisesd

g e s 2 O o (@) @) O
-

Rwerssbune Focumed

Frogrars |canosing. ) ) ) ) )

snowshosing. Felong, stz |

e et o o o o o

5. The Grundy County Conservation Board hosts and sponsors interpretive education programs
and events throughout year In regard to the county’s natural resources. How do you typlcally
abtaln information about Grundy County Conservation Board Educational programs?

I:I Frint Media (e.g. locsl e peser |

I:I Sociel Medis [ng. Facsbook)

D £ Ooard (RIS yearescomj

I:Ilz-rﬁ:-

Dﬂh:r.l‘rur-.l

I:l By alier uEr or ui Darks
D Word-of-mouls

D | mmunot. svsare of GOCH programas: ar syvemis

COirmr [misass 3o #
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Grundy County REAP Survey

1. Including yourself, how many persons within the following age groups live in your household?
{enter Arabaic Numerals - e.g. 2"}

Chilldren, 17 years of age ar
yaunger | |

Adulls, 18 years of age o
mider | |

2. Which city do you live in or closest to?
() Beaman

() conrad

() pike

O Grundy Cenber

() Holland

() Marisan

() Reinbeck

() Stout

O weisburg

O 1do nok five in Grundy County

5. Do you live within city limits?
() Aes
O No

4. Do you have any final comments or ideas you wish to share with the REAP committee?

Thank you for taking our survey!

If you have any questions or comments regarding this survey or the REAP plan. contact: Jacob
Tjaden, INRCOG, at jtiaden@inrcog.org or (319)235-0311 ;
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Appendix 2: Survey Notification Materials

Survey Flyer posted at County Courthouse, city halls, and public libraries (printed on 8.5”x11")

Grundy County REAP Survey
We Want To Hear From You!

This brief survey seeks your feedback regarding the future of the county’s conservation,
environmental, educational, cultural and recreational resources.

The survey is being conducted on behalf of the Grundy County Resource Enhancement And Protection (REAP)
Committee who’s mission is to preserve and enhance our county’'s natural resources while improvement the quality of
life of Grundy County Residents. o

- Survey Topics Include ®

- City & County Parks, Trails, Recreational Activities, Educational Programs, Hunting &2 Fishing, Wildlife Habitat, and More! ®

Please take the survey online at:

WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/S/GRUNDYCOUNTY

The survey will be open through September 30th

For questions, comments, or to FECEVE 3 paper Version
of the survey, contact:
Jacob Tjaden / INRCOG
(319) 235-0311 / jtiaden@inrcog.org

Survey notification postcard mailed to county residents (printed on 5”x3.5” postcards)

The Grundy County Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Committee invites you to...

Take the Grundy County
Resource Enhancement Survey!

www.SurveyMonkey.com/s/GrundyCounty

Survey topics include:

Recreational trails L] Quality of life L] Camping

County and City parks @ Historic sites L] Hunting and fishing

Education programs L] Conservation practices @ and more!

Ifyou have any questions, or would like

a paper copy of the survey, contact

E AP Y Jacob Tjaden at (319) 2350311 or
d Jtjaden@inrcog.org
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